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Institutional Change of Rural Residential Land in China:
Evolution, Multiple Logic and Characteristics

Du Yanqgiang, Wang Yaxing & Chen Ligen
(' School of Public Administration, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing)

Abstract: This paper sorts out China’s rural residential land policy and practices and applies multiple logical perspectives to reveal
its institutional changes. The study finds that rural residential land has undergone five stages: private ownership, collective public
ownership, modest adjustment to the system, exploration of the retreat mechanism and “three rights separation” reforms. The in—
stitutional change is a result of the logical interaction and evolution of the behavior of multiple parties, but it is mainly led by na—
tional authorities with the help of local governments. The interaction between multiple subjects in different stages is quite differ—
ent, and roughly follows the cycle of evolution of “national policy guidance, local practice innovation, village collective demand
feedback”. Tt generally presents characteristics such as a gradual and compulsory change model and institutional innovation path
dependence. The future direction of the rural house site system is gradually clarifying property rights, highlighting the functions of
property and categorizing policies.

Key words: Rural Residential Land; Institutional Changes; Rural Reform; National Governance
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