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China’ s Rural Land Reforms since 1979 and Policy Recommendations
ZHAOQ Zhi-hao
(Academy of Social Sciences, Zhengzhou Henan 450002, China)

Abstract ; After the reform and opening up, farmers’ right to contracted management was established. The Land
Contract Law in 2002 expands farmers’ rights to legally manage and use the land through circulation, lease,
contribution, mortgage and other transferring methods. At the same time, improvements have been made to
expropriate land, increase efficiency of its process as well as to resettle and compensate for farmers. This land
reform is unique in that though government-led, it still enjoys active participation of and strong impetus from
farmers who in turn can use the land more freely and flexibly. In the process of new land reform, further efforts
should be made to guarantee farmers’ ownership, improve expropriation system and standardize land transfer.
Key words: Right to Contracted Management; Land Transfer; Land Expropriation System; Property Right
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