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The Transformation of the Main Social Contradictions in China and the CPC’s
Leadership over Economic Work

SHI Dan
(Institute of Industrial Economics CASS, Beijing 100836, China)

Abstract: Over the past century, the Communist Party of China (CPC) has always maintained its original
mission of welfare for the people and rejuvenation for China since its founding. In the face of the complicated and
changeable situation at home and abroad, the CPC analyzes the main contradictions of Chinese society from the
standpoint of Marxism, formulates its basic line and work policy, and leads the Chinese people from one victory to
another. Since the founding of China, the CPC’s judgment on the main contradictions of Chinese society has been
divided into four stages: the first is the period of class contradictions, the second is the period of repeated
judgment on the main contradictions, the third is the period of contradiction between the growing needs of the
people’s material and cultural life and the relatively backward development of social productive forces, and the
fourth is that the people’s needs for a better life and the social and economic development are unbalanced and
uncoordinated. Based on the judgment of the main contradictions in these four stages, the CPC has formulated the
economic work lines and policies in different periods: after the founding of China, the socialist transformation was
completed and the foundation of public ownership economy was established during the new democratic revolution.
During the period of socialist construction before 1978, the dream of building an industrialized country remained
unchanged and it concentrated on building major national industrial projects despite some misjudgments and twists
and turns. After 1978, with building a well—off society in an all-round way as the main line, the CPC led the
Chinese people to deepen the reform of the economic system, establish a socialist market-based economy, expand
the opening to the outside world, and join the global industrial division system. The economic scale of China
presently ranks second and its trade scale ranks first in the world, realizing the great goal of building a well-off
society in an all-round way when the CPC was founded a century ago. After the 19th National Congress of CPC,
the CPC led the Chinese people to strive to solve the problem of unbalanced and insufficient development, take
building a socialist power as the second Centennial goal, take the new development concept as the guidance,
achieve more comprehensive and sustainable development, create a new era of development space with a new
development pattern, and take building a modern economic system as a higher form of industrialization. To sum up
the successful experience in economic work of the CPC, the most fundamental one is that it adheres to the
people—centered and Marxist position, viewpoint and method to analyze and solve problems.

Key Words: one hundred years since the founding of the CPC; main social contradictions; economic
construction
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