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The Status Transition of China’s Economic Growth (1979-2020): A Study Based on a
Complex Systems Perspective Fang Yi, Meng Jixian and Zhang Yishan « 4 -

Describing the macroeconomic growth process from a holistic and historical
perspective helps put aside short-term disturbances of elements such as growth path
and growth stage, allowing us to grasp the prospects of the Chinese economy in a
more objective manner. This article combines the convergence of overall economic
growth and divergence of regional economic growth from a complex system
perspective, and proposes a new method of examining status changes in China’ s
economic growth based on the real annual growth rates from 1979 to 2020 of the
whole country and its 31 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions. The
results show that the Chinese economy has undergone two status transitions since
reform and opening up, with the second starting in 2003. After 2006, the Chinese
economy was developing on a new growth path and since 2013, China’s economic
growth has been moving towards equilibrium on this path.

Towards a “Given Philosophy”: The Critique of Political Economy Deepened Marx’ s
Philosophical Revolution Xi Ge ¢ 27 -

The internal driving force of Marx’ s philosophical revolution was chiefly the
development of his critique of political economy. This critique allowed him to
construct a new kind of philosophy in the form of a specific social science that
conformed to “the given reality of modern times.” The historical materialism in The
German Ideology as well as the historical materialism constructed in a given social
form in Capital and Economics Manuscripts 1857-1858 cannot be understood as a
kind of “extension” from general to specific cases or the application of deductive
reasoning. Instead, they should be understood as a process of intellectual synthesis in
which the general form of historical materialism was elevated to a more concrete and
profound specific form of historical materialism. The intellectual logic of Capital
reveals the generative process of the essential core of modern capitalist society as it
unfolds in a superficial expression that can reproduce the synchronic structure and
diachronic process of essence and phenomenon as a whole, and is thus a given social
ontology. This kind of given social ontology focuses on the specific ontological
question of how various forms of social existence are historically possible, and implies
the general ontological question of how “social ontology in general” is possible as an
abstract link, so it still falls within the domain of philosophical thought. Marx’ s
critique of political economy opens up the dimension of the given nature of history and
openness for historical materialism, and truly grasps the historical dialectics of the
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