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The Historical Types and Evolutionary Logic of National New Areas in China
—Interpretation Based on Functions Orientations
ZHANG Mengshi, GUO Yulong
(Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350)

Abstract: The national new area is a comprehensive new district based on administrative districts and functional zones,
Which is approved by the State Council, and undertaking the strategic tasks of national reform and development. After more
than 20 years of construction and development, the number of national new area has increased, the spatial layout has been
gradually optimized, and the functional orientation has become more and more perfect, which has aroused widespread con-
cern in the academic and practical circles. In China today, there are a variety of functional areas that are easily confused
with national new area both in theory and in practice. Even within the 19 national new areas, the national new areas estab-
lished at different stages have different functional orientations and assume different strategic missions. Therefore, it has great
practical significance to research the classifications of national new areas. Based on the perspective of functional positioning,
the national new area can be divided into three historical types: "special economic zone", "economic development zone" and
"new city". At present, the national new area is in the early stage of "new city" construction. The purpose of the study is to
emphasize the rational division of historical types, to help correctly judge and grasp the different stages of the national new
district, so as to establish reasonable strategic objectives according to the different functional orientations.

Keywords: National New Area; Type Division; Evolution Logic; Functional Orientations
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