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Merit to the Country, Benefit to Oneself .
Break — even and Inflation — proof Bank Savings in the Early Years of PRC
DING Rui
('The Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009 ,China)

Abstract:In March 1950, after the country unified its financial and economic work, prices stabilized and the value of the
RMB further stabilized. To eliminate people’ s concern about the long — term stability of prices,the National Bank established
break — even and inflation — proof bank savings on the basis of discounted savings. For individuals,the proper holding of break
—even and inflation — proof bank savings had improved people’ s lives, promoted people’ s interest in saving,and laid a foun-
dation for monetary saving. For the entire country,it had gathered idle social funds to support the national construction of New
China. At the same time ,the implementation of break — even and inflation — proof bank savings had also expanded the political
influence of the people’ s government,reflected the superiority of the new system.

Key words : break — even and inflation — proof bank savings ;savings ;early years of PRC

(L% 124 W)
The Illusion and Reality of Meiji Experience:
Another Observation of Wu Rulun’ s Inspection of Japan’s Education in 1902
MIAO Yigqi
(School of History, Renmin University of China,Beijing 100086, China)

Abstract : Reforms in education and culture during the late Qing Dynasty often drew inspiration from Japan. Among these
reforms , one major concern for those who visited Japan for educational inspections was how to reconcile traditional and modern
academic principles and establish a national educational system. Among the numerous educational inspections to Japan during
the late Qing Dynasty, Wu Rulun’ s journey in 1902 stood out prominently. During his stay, the diverse perspectives and recom-
mendations from Japanese intellectuals, stemming from different backgrounds and positions, showcased a scene of intense de-
bates. These debates revolved around Confucian moral ideals versus Western ethics, traditional Kangaku versus modern “com-
mon knowledge” ,reflecting Japan’ s dilemma between Eastern and Western academic ideologies during the late Meiji period.
By reflecting on and adapting the experiences of educational development in Meiji Japan, Wu Rulun formulated a unique vision
for reforming national education and reinforced his determination to preserve traditional learning by incorporating ancient prose.
Behind the facade of late Qing Dynasty’ s educational reforms referencing the “Japanese channel” ,lay the tumultuous dis-
course within the Japanese educational sphere at that time. Simultaneously, observing the strategies adopted and transformations
implemented by the Chinese side not only helps illuminate the reality of Meiji Japan as an “experiential” phenomenon but also
facilitates a reconsideration of the trajectory of late Qing educational and cultural reforms.

Key words: Wu Rulun( 2% ) ; Kangaku ;moral education ;common knowledge ; Meiji Japan
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