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An Empirical Study on the Implementation of the Mass Line:
Local Experts and the Reform of Local Farm Tools in New China

SU Zelong LIU Chengming
( School of History and Culture Shanxi University Taiyuan 030006 China)

Abstract: In the winter of 1957 with the campaigns of constructing water conservancy and collecting fertilizer the re—
form movement of farm tools gradually rose and then began to be widely carried out throughout the country. During this pe—
riod local experts began to appear in various places and they were able to improve the regional adaptability of different
farm tools according to the characteristics of various tools in labor production. In addition those local experts learned from
each other and made progress resulting in a certain degree of cluster effect. Thanks to favorable factors at the social level
such as organization technology and groups local experts competed to reform farm tools and the mass line of the Party
was vividly reflected in the reform movement. Local experts organically combined traditional experience with new technology
in the reform effectively supported the reform movement provided technical support for the progress of agricultural produc—
tion in the region and improved the production efficiency per unit area.
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