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Deng Zihui’s Thought on Supply and Marketing Cooperatives

in the Early Years of People’s Republic of China

LI Xuetao

Abstract: In the early years of the People’s Republic of China, Deng Zihui explored the reason why
China had to develop the rural supply and marketing cooperatives, aiming to reduce the intermediate
exploitation in rural areas, promote the development of agricultural production, consolidate the alliance
between workers and farmers, and promote industrialization. After that, he put forward a series of
views on how to develop supply and marketing cooperatives, arguing that when building the supply and
marketing cooperatives, we must adhere to the mass line and appropriately handle their relationship
with state-owned commerce and private commerce. These thoughts reflect Deng’s deep understanding
of the pragmatic nature of Chinese farmers and China’s entry into a new stage of rural problems, and
enrich the scientific connotation of the CPC’%s exploration of the theory of supply and marketing
cooperatives and the theory of socialist transition, thus having important theoretical value and practical
significance.
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