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Historical Contributions Made by “156 Projects” to China’ s Industrialization
Zhao Xuejun

Abstract: The implementation of the “156 Projects” assisted by the Soviet Union in 1950s made great
historical contributions to the industrialization of contemporary China. It initiated the industrialization mode
of giving the highest priority to the development of heavy industry stimulated a further improvement and
upgrade of technology laid the technological foundation for the industrialization before the reform and
opening up established the basic industrial system including iron and steel industry nonferrous metal
industry machinery industry chemical industry energy industry pharmaceutical industry and so forth and
gave birth to the defense industry system consists of aviation industry aerospace industry shipbuilding
industry electronic industry ordnance industry. Most important industrial bases of China were actually
clusters of these projects. The “156 projects” is the cornerstone of China’ s independent and complete
industrial system. The implementation and construction of the “156 projects” should be considered as a
successful experience of industrialization in a developing country based on an insufficient foundation.

Key Words: 156 Projects Industrialization Industrial System Technology Import Industrial Base
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