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“Agriculture, Light Industry, Heavy Industry” Or “Heavy Industry,
Light Industry, Agriculture”: the Logic of Agricultural Policy Formulation

and Implementation in “The Five— Year Plan” Under the Planned Economy

Zhang Kuan', Sui Fumin'"*
(1. University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488;

2. Institute of economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100836)

Abstract: After exploring the agricultural policies in the Five— Year Plans before the Reform
and Opening Up, we find that national policies are more inclined to the development of in-
dustry, while neglecting agriculture. Before the Great Leap Forward, the formulation and
implementation of the Five— Year Plan followed the order of “heavy industry, light indus-
try, agriculture”, and focused on the development of heavy industry. After the Great Leap
Forward, the central government learned a lesson from previous experience, recognized the
important role of agriculture in economic development, and then proposed the new national eco-
nomic order of “agriculture, light industry, heavy industry” . However, judging from the
results, the arrangement of “agriculture, light industry, heavy industry” could not be imple-
mented at that time. Considering the reasons, we think there are three factors: First, the
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A Study on the Origin of Chinese Agricultural Political Thoughts

Li Dianjun
(Guangzhou Guangcai Agricultural Incubation Industry

Research Institute, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510500)

Abstract: The agricultural political thought is the subjective consciousness of agriculture,
farmers and rural governance and service. Based on the introduction of the Yellow emperor's
agricultural political practice and thought, Zhuan Xu emperor’s development and reform on
force governance and agriculture governance, Ku emperor’ inheritance of force governance
and agriculture governance, this study explores the origin of Chinese agriculture political
thoughts, and analyzes the evolution of Chinese imperial agricultural politics on agriculture
production modes, evolution of political subjects, growth of farmer group and force govern-
ance in the harmonious agricultural politics, which fully reveals the origin of ancient Chinese
national agricultural political thoughts.

Key words: Yellow emperor, Zhuan Xu emperor, Ku emperor, The agricultural political

thought, Origin
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understanding of Marx's economic theory is not thorough enough, which leads to the dogmat-
ic thinking. Second, there is conflict between planned economy and agricultural develop-
ment. Third, China’s special central —local relationship clarifies and magnifies the policy’s
preference for industry and its neglect of agriculture. The investigation of the relationship
between agricultural policy and industrial policy under the planned economy system also has
some implications for current policy formulation.

Key words: Agriculture, Light industry, Heavy industry, Five— Year Plan, Planned econo-

my ., Agricultural policy
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