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The Recovery and Development of Private Business in Shanghai during the
Early Years of New China (1949-1951)
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(School of Marxism, Jimei University, Xiamen, Fujian 361021)
Abstract:The private commerce had extreme difficulties to operate in the initial power consolidation period of New China. To
regain development of the private commerce, the new polity gradually normalized the market and private merchants, stabilized
prices, laid a foundation for the recovery of private commerce, made policies to adjust public-private relations and production-
sales relations, and improved the operations of private commerce. During this period, Shanghai made significant achievements in
normalizing and developing private commerce. To analyze this process with historical positivist methods helps to discern com-
mercial recovery from industrial development. The purpose of analyzing the economic policies to encourage private commerce
development from 1949 to 1951 is to promote the discussion of the recovery of private commerce in the early years of New
China, and to provide beneficial reference to deepen the reform of the non-public economic system in the new era.

Key Words: early years of New China; private commerce; public-private relations; production-sales relations
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