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A Historical Review of the Introduction of Technology in New China
Wang Danli

Abstract: The introduction of technology and independent innovation are two major themes in the process of
catching-up with the industrialization of the late-developing countries. Since the founding of the People”’ s Repub—
lic of China 70 years ago the upgrading and transformation of industrial technologies have not only followed the
path of independence and self—reliance but have also actively introduced technology under extremely difficult exter—
nal circumstances. This proceeded from being rooted in independence to creating a “market for technology ” then
to the long process of enhancing attention on independent innovation and research and development on the core
technologies while introducing concepts subjects and modes of technology innovation and making adjustments
according to internal and external conditions. The change in this historical path provided a special enlightenment
and served as a significant reference in today’ s international context. History shows that the late-developing coun—
tries must combine the introduction of technology with independent innovation during the process of industrializa—

tion and only in this way can they give full play to their advantages and achieve a catch-up in industrial technology.
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