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The Transition of Labor Input in Agriculture Production since 1953 and
the Tendency of Its Development

Chen Yishan

Abstract: Based on statistical information, this article investigates the transition of labor input in the agricultural production
since 1953. It finds that the transition process of both the intensity and amount of labor input in the agricultural production
follows an inverted U curve. The proportion of the amount of labor input in the grain production to the total number of
employed persons in the agricultural production has experienced a decline since 1978, from 60% to 14% in 2014. Labor input
structure in the agricultural production and its pattern have been largely transformed. Basically the number of employed
persons in the agricultural sector still exceeds the number that is needed for the agricultural production. However, the gap
between the actual number and the number that is needed is narrowing with an ongoing process of labor transfer. Based on the
investigation, the study suggests seasonal factors in the agricultural production for consideration in further research and policy
discussion.
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