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Research on the Modern Industrial Development in Huai

River Basin from 1950s to 1970s
WANG Cheng
(Dept. of History, Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui, 230039, China)

Abstract: Historically speaking, both light and heavy industries in Huai River Basin had made unprece-
dented development during the twenty years after the founding of New China. However, the modern in-
dustries in this area were still underdeveloped compared with those in the eastern coastal areas, and even
far more behind those in the western areas which had to face fragile ecological environment. Development
of modern industries in Huai River Basin experienced several historical stages including a foundation laying
period, a period of rapid development during the early days of New China, a period of tortuous develop-
ment during the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution Movement. Though Huai River Basin is
rich in resources and favorable with its geographical position and convenient traffic, the modern industrial
development was lagged behind during the 20 years.

Key words: modern industry, planned economy model,the Huai River Basin, industrial distribution
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