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A Historic Study on the Handicraft Industry in Rural Areas in the
Early Days of the 1950s

CHANG Ming-ming
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Abstract: Handicraft industry in rural areas played an important role in the farmers, economic activities,
and occupied a certain proportion in the national economy. Due to underdevelopment of productive forces, the
development of handicraft industry in rural areas took an essential role in the solution for the production and
life difficult of peasants, the exchange of goods, and the promotion of the market activities. The development of
handicraft industry at that time featured scattered production, shortage of capital, seasonal operations and
heavy dependence on agricultural. With the progress of the socialist transformation, the output and the umber
of employees in handicraft industry in rural areas gradually declined.
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