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The Logic of the Sequence of Breakthroughs in Rural and Urban
Reform in the Early Stage of Reform and Opening up

ZHENG You-gui
( Institute of Contemporary China Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009 China)

Abstract: In the early stage of reform and opening up sequence of breakthroughs in rural and urban reform
was not a separate and isolated deepening but a systematic approach based on systematic thinking by the Commu-—
nist Party of China. The rural reform came first which promoted rural development laid a material foundation and
accumulated experience for urban reform and development. The urban-centered overall economic system reform pro—
moted urban development and opened up space for deepening and expanding rural reform and development. The se—
quence of breakthroughs in rural and urban reform which realized the mutual promotion of urban and rural reform
and development shows that there is an inherent correlation between urban and rural areas in institutional evolu—
tion. In the early stage of reform and opening up the Communist Party of China promoted coordinated development
of urban and rural areas through reform by means of revitalization which is different from the socialist revolution
and construction period in which it focused on achieving the goal of national industrialization and mainly ensured
coordinated development of urban and rural areas through planning means. The journey of breaking the long-term
solidified urban—ural dual structure with the breakthrough of rural reform and the further breaking of the urban-ru—
ral dual structure by the urban-centered overall economic system reform promoted the construction of a coordinated
development system and mechanism between urban and rural areas under the market-oriented reform provided his—
torical experience for adhering to the systematic concept and implementing the decision-making and deployment of
the Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on “Perfecting the System
and Mechanism of Integrating Urban and Rural Development”.
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