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"Semi-Contract System'" and Its limits in Rural Environmental Governance
Wang Hailan Wang Haitao

Abstract: Rural environment governance is a kind of complicated public affair, which is the goal and
impetus of rural revitalization. Based on the characteristics of environmental governance, the township
government, the case of this study, mainly contracted the governance affairs to enterprises through
mechanisms such as controlled contracting, embedded supervision, normalized assessment, and restrictive
incentives. While contracting the affairs to enterprises, these mechanisms of "Semi-Contract System" also
achieve a certain degree of administrative control over enterprises, resulting in an governance pattern
featuring two-way interaction between incentives and constraints. The study found that, the "semi-
contracted system" is beneficial to realize the coupling effect of government-led and social collaboration
under specific background, and ensure the fairness and efficiency of environmental governance as
well. However, the inherent tension between formal and informal mechanisms and the balance of power
allocation still cannot be avoided at its structural level. So, how to eliminate its limits and enhance its
role in governance should be an important direction for further researches on this topic.

Key words: Environmental Governance; Rural Revitalization; Administrative Contracted System; "Semi-
Contracted System"
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