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Chen Yun’s Historical Contribution to Chinese Modernization
QIU Xia
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Xicheng, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: Chen Yun, as an important member of the first and second generations of central leadership collective
of the Communist Party of China, is one of the founders of China’s socialist modernization drive. An in—depth study
of his historical contribution to Chinese modernization, along with a review of the Party’ s endeavors to advance
Chinese modernization in the history of the Party and the People’s Republic of China is conducive to a profound
understanding of the origin, source, and soul of Chinese modernization. His historical contribution lies in the following
aspects: he did a lot of ground work for the start of China’s industrialization and the establishment of an independent
and complete industrial system, which laid a solid material foundation for Chinese modernization; he gave full support
to the reform and opening up and saw to it to move forward in the correct direction and achieve great achievements,
which ensured Chinese modernization to proceed smoothly on the correct track; he endorsed the explorations in
building a new socialist economic system in line with reality and full of vitality, and provided theoretical and practical
basis for breaking through the constraints of a highly centralized system, which ensured the establishment of the
institutional mechanisms for the steady progress of Chinese modernization.
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