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Tan Kah Kee and the Building of A Chinese Nation:
A Semiotic Analysis of Modern China
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Abstract: This paper discusses Tan Kah Kee’s involvements in constructing a semiotic system for modern
China. Prior to the establishment of the PRC, he opposed using the KMT’s flag to symbolize the RC, and
advocated for designing a new Chinese national flag. After 1949, he actively supported the Five—star Red
Flag to symbolize “New China” . He also took a part in designing the Monument to the People’s Heroes and
led the building of the Jimei Liberation Monument, which both announced a new era. In addition to that,
he cared for the maintenance of the Huangdi Mausoleum, and emphasized Huangdi’s symbolic meaning
to encourage all Chinese at home and abroad to identify with the Chinese nation. Overall, Tan Kah Kee’s

dedication of using symbols was significant in the making of a new China led by the CPC.
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