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On the Higher Education Reform during the First Seventeen

Years since the Founding of the P, R. C.
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(College o f Education, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract: During the first seventeen years, the reform of Chinese higher education
showed salient stage characteristics: from 1949 to 1951, the major task of the higher educa-
tion reform was to inherit the experiences of the old liberated areas’ higher education; from
1952 to 1956, the major reform task was to depart from the mode of the old liberated areas’
higher education and accept the mode of the Soviet Union’s higher education; from 1957 to
1965, the major reform task was to return the old liberated areas’ mode. Influenced by the
mode of the old liberated areas’ higher education, the main contents of Chinese higher educa-
tion reform during that time could be summarized as: cultivating intellectuals from workers
and farmers; constructing curriculum system which was based on Marxism-Leninism and
Mao Zedong thoughts; combining higher education with productive labor; running universi-
ties by ministries and commissions.
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