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The gray and yellow books before the intellectual youths going to the country

ZHENG Rutjun
(School of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: The gray and yellow books refer to 300 types of domestically published books for over 20

years beginning in 1960s as negative coursebooks for the Party members to counter the global revisionism.

The books spread after the start of the cultural revolution among the youths, providing for them with en-

lightening reflections. Later they become pioneers to drive China towards reform and opening as the cam-

paign of the intellectual youths go to the country nationwide.

Key words: gray book; yellow book; underground reading; enlightening



