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PRC Policy Making and Its Change for
Intervention in Early Phase of the Korean War

Korea KIM Donggill! Korea PARK Dajung’

(1. Department of History Peking University;
2. Center for Korean Peninsula Studies Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Concerning the reason why China dispatched troops to Korea in 1950 Western academia general—
ly believed that the US army crossing 38th parallel posed threat to China’s border security and compelled
China to intervene in the War. From the early 1980s however Chinese scholars began to contend that Mao
Zedong prepared to send troops to Korea proactively believing that a Sino — US military confrontation was
unavoidable in the future. According to recently declassified Chinese and Russian documents Mao Zedong
agreed to the request from Kim Il — sung to attack the South but held a passive attitude to intervention. This
attitude was maintained until the intervention of the US and the announcement of dispatching the 7th fleet to
the Taiwan Strait were made. However successive full — scale intervention of UN forces shook gravely the
political and ideological foundations of the newly established Chinese Communist Party’s regime. Under these
circumstances Mao Zedong decided to send troops to assist North Korea. However Mao’s desire was not re—
alized due to Stalin’s negative attitude. As the landing of UN forces at Inchon Chinese resolute determina—
tion on intervention gradually weakened switching its strategy to peaceful solution through negotiations in the
UN or prevention the US forces from crossing the 38th parallel through the redeploying China’s troops at Sino
— Korea borders. Mao Zedong even informed Stalin and Kim Il — sung that China would not intervene even
being asked to send troops. Chinese attitude toward the Korean War shows that in the matter of sending
troops overriding consideration of Mao was not whether US forces cross over the 38th parallel but whether
it is beneficial to the solidification of CCP regime and the prospect of the war.

Key words: Mao Zedong;, China; The Korean War; Intervention Policy; Stalin



