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U. S Policy towards South China Sea and
China-U. S. Game-playing in South China Sea
Xia Liping Nie Zhengnan

Abstract: U.S. policy towards South China Sea has experienced a process of evolution. From the
end of the World War II to 1960s the U. S. had actually admitted China’s sovereignty over the South
China Sea Islands. From 1970s to 1994 the U. S. had pursued the policy of neutrality and non-
intervention towards the disputes of the South China Sea Islands. From 1995 to 2008 the U. S. had
pursued the policy of limited involvement. Since 2009 the U. S. has entered the phase of depth
intervention in South China Sea. At present the U.S. has encouraged some ASEAN countries to take a
hard line stance towards China as to the disputes of the South China Sea Islands. It has intended to form
a coalition of dealing with the same problem and to strengthen its military presence and fighting capability
in South China Sea to interfere in the disputes of South China Sea on the pretext of free navigation. The
South China Sea has become the leading edge of the strategic competition between China and the United
States. Game-playing between the U. S. and China in South China Sea includes: China tries to defend its
sovereignty and maritime interests and the U.S. pursues the “Preventive Defense” Strategy; the U. S.
tries to make use of its allies and partnership states to restrict China and China tries to resolve
containment; China and the U. S. have competed for the dominant power of discourse about the South
China Sea issue. China and the U. S. should realize the non-zero-sum game and good interaction between
them about the South China Sea issue under the framework of the new models of major powers” relations.
They should also try to find the non—zerosum game of double layer and dual structures in East Asia. They
must control their differences constructively and prevent the crisis.
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