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From “Historical Consciousness” to “Historical Experience”:
On the Historical Methodology from the Perspective of Sinicization
of Marxism

LIN Guo-biao
(College of Marxism, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract: The historical methodology refers to not only the methodology of studying and understanding
history, but also the ideological and behavioral tendency of widely using “history” itself as a method.
“Summing up the historical experience” is the comprehensive application of historical methodology in the
new era, and is even a new form of historical methodology. The Chinese nation has a deep historical
consciousness, and such methodological principles as the “law of the former king”, “inspection of antiquities”,
“reviewing the past” and “governance of Tao” exist in the ancient historical consciousness. In the process of
Sinicization of Marxism, Chinese Marxists represented by Mao Zedong combine materialist dialectics with
traditional historical consciousness, and put forward the theories and practical methods that involve seeking
truth from facts, dialectical view of history, dialectical epistemology and the mass line. In the new era, Xi Jin-
ping puts forward “a mega-historical outlook”, and advocates the establishment of the system of historical
methodology for the Chinese Marxism, so as to promote the contemporary Sinicization of Marxism. “Histori-
cal experience” is a new form of this methodology system. As a methodology system, “historical experience”
plays a role in reality through various specific thinking methods, such as historical thinking, dialectical think-
ing, innovative thinking and strategic thinking, promoting the historical and social progress.

Key words: historical consciousness; historical experience; historical methodology; Sinicization of Marxism
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