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@ Stein Tonnesson, “The South China Sea in the Age of European Decline” , Modern Asian Studies, No.1 , 2006; Ulises Grand-
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@ F.O. telegram from Wiles Lampson, the H. M. Minister of British legation at Nanking to the British Legation at Beking, May
28, 1931, U. K. National Archives.
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@ The letter from C. W. Order, the Under-Secretary of British Foreign Office, to Terrell, the British Ambassador at Paris, June
10, 1931, FO 262 « 1790, 1931, U.K. National Archives.

@ The telegram with two enclosures sent by Arthur Henderson of British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, May 29, 1931, FO
262 + 1790, 1931, U.K. National Archives. ZHLIf & 1EX SR ( ASCHEH 1) -

® The letter from Charles Walker, the officer of British Admiralty, to the Under—Secretary of State of British Foreign Office, May
21, 1931, FO 262 « 1790, 1931, U.K. National Archives.
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@ F.O. telegram No. 196 of May 28, 1931, transmitted from Aveling, the officer of the British Legation at Peking, to H. M.
Minster at Nanking, June 2, 1931, U. K. National Archives.

@ Telegram from Lampson , the minister of British Legation, Peking to the British Foreign Office, July 17, 1931, FO 676 *
98, 1931; FO 676 « 98, 1931; FO 371 » 22174, 1938, U. K. National Archives.
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@ The letter with Enclosure from V. W. Baddeley, the officer of British Admiralty, to the Under—Secretary of State of British For—
eign Office, August 25, 1931, FO 676 + 85, 1931-1933, U. K. National Archives.
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@ The letter from S. H. Phillips, the officer of British Admiralty, to the Under-Secretary of State of British Foreign Office, Sep-—
tember 26, 1932, FO 676 « 85, 1931-1933, U. K. National Archives.

@ FO 626 = 271, 1937; FO 676 = 337, 1937; ADM 116 * 3936, 1937-1939; FO 371 « 22174, 1938; FO 371 - 22175,
1938; WO 106 « 121, 1938, U. K. National Archives.

@ The letter from S. H. Phillips, the officer of British Admiralty, to the Under-Secretary of State of British Foreign Office, July
17, 1937, FCO 676 * 337, 1937, U. K. National Archives.

® “The Islands in the South China Seas: Strategic Importance and Japanese encroachment” , the Minute by British Foreign Of-
fice, Aprl 27, 1938, WO 106 « 121, 1938, U. K. National Archives.
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(@ Telegram from Viscount Halifax, the British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to Sir R. Craige, the British Ambassador at
Tokyo, 2 July, 1938, Kenneth Bourne et al. (ed.), British Documents on Foreign Affairs, Series E, Asia, 1914-1939,
Volume 17, Japan, January 1938-December 1938, University Publications of America, 1996, p.205.
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(D Treaty of Peace, September 8, 1951, ------ Chapter IT , Territory, Article 2, %+ ( F) Japan renounces all right, title and
claim to the Spratly Islands and to the Paracel Islands”, U.S. Department of State, America Foreign Policy, Basic Docu-
ments, 1950-1955, Volume I, New York: Arno Press, 1971, p.426.
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® The letter from D. C. Symon, the officer of British Foreign Office, to J. C. Roe, Lieu tenant Commander J. C. Roe, Admiral—-
ty, August 16, 1956, FO 371 < 127311; 120937, 1956, U.K. National Archives.
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@ The letter from J. G. Roe, the staff Intelligence Section of British Admiralty, to D. C. Symon, the officer of British Foreign Of-
fice, August 29, 1956, FCO 0371 * 120937, 1956, U. K. National Archives.

@ The letter from P. D. Nairne, the officer of Military Branch of British Admiralty, to D. C. Symon, the officer of British Foreign
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(@ The letter from the officer of Far East Department of British Foreign Office to the Chancery of British Embassy at Peking, April
11, 1957, FO 371 « 127311, 1957, U. K. National Archives.

® “Paracel Islands”, The Memorandum by the China and Japan Section of Research Department of British Foreign Office, Sep-
tember 25, 1959, FO 371 « 160143, 1961, U. K. National Archives.
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@ “Paracel Islands”, The paper by Sally Morphet, the member of South and South-Fast Section of Research Department of
British Foreign & Commonwealth Office, November 19, 1971, FCO 15 « 1440, 1971, FCO 51 - 246, 1972, U.K.
National Archives.

@ “Paracel Islands”, The Paper by Sally Morphet, the member of South and South-East Section of Research Department of
British Foreign & Commonwealth Office, February 26, 1974, FCO 15 * 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.
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PRk B RALAIPE Ay S o oo IEESMRERR, AL — R4, R BUE
AR U4 8 T, AFUR BT TR T 7K b WL A ) b ) st XU VS .7 0 1932 4F 12
H16 H, #XF 1 H 4 HEEXhE S, SCEEBZETE ). S BRWEI(]. S Bames)
HYCERBIANERE LG, [Erhdidsity "ER 1909 4F 6 A 6 H A Yy [ A [ 124
WETEZE 1o AU PR AR AE XS & ETHE A, () B IE AR R FE R A
BAF A HE RS, - 6 H 7 HZEHEM AT BB, IREATBCE R R T

@ “Paracels”, The Memorandum by the Far East Section of Research Department of British Foreign & Commonwealth Office,
June, (Hf&HIIAHR) 1975, FCO 51 « 378, U. K. National Archives.

@ T IUMN B I RSN RN 2) « 001, IhA2 8 R il id B R S0 A ) L) . &AL 1955 4E 5 J, 5 145
Ul BRI AE® MM (P2 R RLE0ER, (b E D b TT) 2013 4255 4 1, 55 26—35 Wi,

@ The letter from Tyrrell, the Ambassador of British Embassy at Paris, to Arthur Henderson, the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, July 8, 1931, FO 262 < 1790, 1931, National Archives.

@ PRI, PERR PRE T (ARSEEE) -
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(D The Enclosure of letter from J. S. Barnes, the officer of British Admiralty, to the Under-Secretary of State of British Foreign Of-
fice, December 16, 1932, FO 262 « 1824, 1932, U. K. National Archives.

@ “Paracel Islands”, The Article of translating from French to English, published in French Periodical Terre Air Mer, Decem—
ber, 1933, the Copy of Enclosure in the letter from J. S. Barnes, the officer of British Admiralty to British Under-Secretary of
State”, April 9, 1934, FO 676 « 85, 19311933, U.K. National Archives.

® “Paracel Islands”, The letter from J. E Heare, the researcher of Far East Research Section of Research Department of British
Foreign Office, to Mr. Astley, the officer of South Eastern Asian Department, and Mr. Ehrman, the officer of Far East De—
partment of British Foreign & Commonwealth Office, March 12, 1974, FCO 15 + 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.
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EJE FH) 1947 45 1 J] h [E A A e A v B © 28 o5 SR i 28R B B 2 i, R R A o
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IEEE 1954 Aulids 1954 LU, K RrRResc sy 17 mg SEAIE (Fepall, 1E#H ) mATfy
HEHE” @ 1961 4E 8 5 H, SELERAK “idig " H A R E. #(R. E. Yong) £33 EH4ME
MR AR L AR, BEGE R — D E AN B b [ 5 H AR5 2 78 1959 4 9 A 25 H f##
G et ), BHE DR RRER ", Hrh B SEE I G T & T %
PEYDRED PR BN LS BIRRAE e RIS A IR e ST . IR R AR IX — 4
wW2Zhh, EEFOH— LSRN TREE MW HEREEIR SRR, 5
) A fRme i, SEE ] 2Ry A H A R BRI

20 22 70 AFEAH, P E D 4EF IS TR RE R AL, X R A R PR A T T IR R S
1974 45 1 F, TR eb [ PG VD HE & AR, P B 2 Ry 1) 2R 1 I 2% 29 2 U4 0 X o [
HEAAT S BTIE “HIUR 7 RSy, 7R B 4R 29 4L 2R 5 Rt i 1) 0 [ BORFAF S0 R WL 1 H 23
H, eSS E IR 55 AR I [ GE S ARG L, S8R KA T 5 il 15 K ik 3

@ “Paracel Islands”, The letter from J. E. Heare, the researcher of Far East Section of Research Department of British Foreign &
Commonwealth Office, to Mrs. Morphet, the officer of South & South-FEastern Asia Research Section of Research Department of
British Foreign & Commonwealth Office, March 12, 1974, FCO 15 + 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.

@ “Paracel Islands”, The Memorandum by the Far East Section of Research Department of British Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice, June, 1975( EA&HHIARHE) , FCO 51 « 378, 1975, U.K. National Archives.

® “Paracels”, The Memorandum by the Far-East Section of British Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Office, June 1975( H.{&
BHEIANEH) , FCO 51 « 378, 1975, U. K. National Archives.

@ “Paracel Islands”, The Memorandum by Research Department of British Foreign Office, September 25, 1959, the copy of
letter’s Enclosure from R. E. Yong, the officer of Consulate at Tansui, to the officer of Far East Department of British Foreign
Office, August 5, 1961, FO 371 « 160143, 1961, U.K. National Archives.
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@ “Paracels”, The telegram from British Foreign Commonwealth Office to British Embassy at Bangkok, January 23, 1974, FCO
15 < 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.

@ “Paracels”, The telegram from the British Embassy at Bangkok to the British Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 20" February,
1974, FCO15 » 1865, 1974, U.K. National Archives.

® “Paracels”, The letter from C. W. Squire, the officer of South-Fast Asia Department of British Foreign & Commonwealth Of-
fice, to Bill, the officer of British Embassy at Djakarta, March 1, 1974, FCO 15 « 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.

@ “Paracels”, The Memorandum by the Far East Section of Research Department of British Foreign and Commonwealth Office,

June, 1975( B HEIAHE) , FCO 51 < 378, 1975, U.K. National Archives.
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FARFIA S E DO Al e S 1835 4F 1 ALEPH v IE R BXERY “IaN g " ( Eliza) 5, 504 U4
SEAEE BRTES AR & ( Robert island) @3fHo & T AL BEIX — S0 B TEANIC 5% H AT O RE 4R
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@ “Paracels”, The Memorandum by the Far East Section of Research Department of British Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs,
June, 1975 ( B4R HWIARH) , FCO 51 « 378, 1975, U. K. National Archives.

@ WEFEARFFRZ N R o ARG T AR ORI RBIRZ N iR o KT R H AR TR
IFIA] LA K HASBR R R A4 0, TR B R R A AR R AR5k, A SCIE T 1974 4R F 1975 AR [ B 5 A 28 b i Rk,
RISC TR R LI (]2 1894 ARJER G248 YT, 1896 4F H AR UINL . K THEE TR H AR A TR, BT
FE BT R4S SOR TP B MERT AR A 28K, JCHOUE XS H AN 2 AR FIR Z A AR, A SCLEG IR SCAR N 28 2 B 4%
PARSASSOAR R B PY S Rk 7efE4 A CReiRth g — R DL B 7 R4 58 b 1974 4R 1975 4 AH G SCAS 9 14 3C
PRig, ENERTEE “DL P 6" ( Bellona) 5, HALTH “UEEKAL” ( Himeji Maru) 5 ( A SAEHTE) o

@ The letter from L. S. Barnes, the officer of British Admiralty, to the Under-Secretary for British Foreign Office, December
16, 1932, FO 262 « 1824, 1932  “The Paracel Islands”, The Copy of Attachment in the letter from L. S. Barnes, the of—
ficer of British Admiralty, to Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, April 9, 1934, FO 676 < 85, 1931-1933; the
letter from S. H. Phillips, the officer of British Admiralty , to the Under Secretary of State for British foreign affairs, FCO
676 * 337, 193% “Shipwrecks in The Paracels”, The letter from P.S. Astley, the officer of South East Asian Department of
British Foreign & Commonwealth Office, to A. D. Brighty Esq, the officer of British Embassy at Saigon, March 14, 1974,
FCO 15 + 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives, etc..

@ HEVGYPRE S A H SR (RS ©

® The letter from C. W. Orde, the officer of British Foreign Office, to Lord Tyrrel, the British Ambassador at Paris, July 23,
1932, FO 676 + 85, 1931-1933; FO 676 * 120, 1932; FO 262 + 1824, 1932, U.K. National Archives.
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20 fib42 70 AEAR, BEEE RERREE S0 T GRS V. 1974453 A 12 0, 5
[l S22 55 IR = 95 RTINS AR T 28 WS 67 A K 2 A ST 2R I ) 53 Bl M) s R
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@ F&E BN AT RE S JE T b B UiE (AR SUEFE) -

@ F5 KRR R (A SRR TE) -

@ The letter from N. B. Ronald, the officer of British Foreign Office, to the Secretary of the British Admiralty, January 16,
1937, FO 676 « 271, 1937, U. K. National Archives.

@ The letter from His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to French Ambassador at London, March 10,
1937, FO 676 « 271, 1937; The enclosure of letter from N. B. Ronald, the officer of British Foreign Office, to the Secretary
of the British Admiralty, January 16, 1937, FO 676 « 337, 1937, U. K. National Archives.

© 5 H [ BUR A H DS TG VP HE & 0 AL A SHEFE) -

© The letter from British Foreign Office to the British Embassy in Beking, March 10, 1937, FO 676 - 271, 1937, U.K. Na-

tional Archives.
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@ FEHEEIFICT AR ASHEETE) -

@ “Paracel Islands”, The letter from J. E Heare, the researcher of Far East Research Section of Research Department of British
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, to Mr. Astley, the officer of South-Eastern Asian Department of British Foreign & Common—
wealth Affairs Office, March 12, 1974, FCO 15 * 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.

® “Paracel Islands”, The letter from J. E Heare, the researcher of Far East Research Section of Research Department of British
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, to Mr. Astley, the officer of South-£astern Asian Department of British Foreign & Common—
wealth Affairs Office, March 12, 1974, FCO 15 * 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.

@ “Paracel Islands”, The letter from J. E Heare, the researcher of Far East Research Section of Research Department of British
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, to Mr. Astley, the officer of South-Xastern Asian Department of British Foreign & Common—
wealth Affairs Office, March 12, 1974, FCO 15 * 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.
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@ “Paracel Islands”, The letter from J. E Heare, the researcher of Far East Research Section of Research Department of British
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, to Mr. Astley, the officer of South-£astern Asian Department of British Foreign & Common—
wealth Affairs Office, March 12, 1974, FCO 15 * 1865, 1974, U. K. National Archives.

@ “Shipwrecks in The Paracels”, The Letter from P.S. Astley, the officer of South East Asian Department of British Foreign &
Commonwealth Office, to A. D. Brighty Esq, the British Ambassador at Saigon, March 14, 1974, FCO 15 - 1865, 1974,
U. K. National Archives.

@ 20 20 30 AEATE EHE I “rh R A VGV RE B R T b RO BRSOk IR TR PLAL IS4 KRS B
“BATEZER IS /MR R s, H A S I AT R R R AT IE . The letter from L. S. Barnes, the officer of
British Admiralty, to the Under-Secretary for British Foreign Office, December 16, 1932, FO 262 « 1824, 1932; FO 676 *
85, 1931-1933, U. K. National Archives. ( A CAEEIF)

@ “Paracels”, The Memorandum by the Research Department of British Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Office, June, 1975
(B H®ABE) , FCO 51 « 378, 1975, U. K. National Archives.
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(D The telegram from Miles Lampson of H. M. Minister at Nanking , to the British Legation at Peking, May 28, 1931, FO
676 « 85, 1931-1933; The Minute Sheet by the British Foreign Office, June 23, 1931, FO 676 98, 1931; The telegram
from Aveling, the officer of British Legation at Peking, to H. M. Minister at Nanking, June 2, 1931, FO 262 < 1790, 1931,
U. K. National Archives.

@ The telegram from Aveling, the officer of British Legation at Peking, to H. M. Minister at Nanking, June 2, 1931, FO 262 *
1790, 1931, U. K. National Archives.

@ The letter from C. W. Order, the officer of British Foreign Office, to the British ambassador at Paris, June 10, 1931, FO
262 * 1790, 1931, U. K. National Archives.
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British Official Archives Prove Xisha Islands Belonging to China
( 1920s4970s)

HU Dekun, HAN Yongli ( Wuhan University)

Abstract: From the 1920s to the 1970s, there were many documents about the Xisha Islands belonging to
China in the British Archives. In the past, there was no systematic elaboration on this issue in the Chinese
and foreign academic circles. Therefore, based on the full and accurate British official archives, this
paper will explain this issue in three aspects: first, British official have always insisted the view of the
Xisha Islands belonging to China. Second, the British officials have always queried “the basis” of France
and South Vietnam’s seizing to the Xisha Islands. And again, British officials have always paid close
attention to China’s declaration and action on the safeguarding sovereignty over the Xisha islands. The
conclusion: the history facts recorded in the British Archives prove from an important aspect that the
international community approve the position of the Xisha Islands belonging to China.

Key words: Britain official archives; Xisha Islands; the South China Sea issue
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