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US-Japan Negotiations on Issue of Japan’ s Rearmament during Korean War
Chen Jingjing
( Institute of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007)

Abstract: The Korean War was closely related to the issue of Japan’s rearmament. The war process affected the policy
choices of both the United States and Japan concerning this issue. Disagreements began to arise before the outbreak of the
war. In the early days of the war Japan actively cooperated with the US in establishing a national police reserve but the two
countries had different prospects of the reserve indicating that they had serious differences regarding Japan’s military devel—
opment. When the situation in the Korean battlefield turned unfavorable the US increasingly overestimated the determination
and ability of communist countries to launch wars and was constantly worrying that the Korean War would turn into a global
war and would even trigger the Third World War. Therefore the US by means of peace talks urged Japan to begin a quick
and large-scale rearmament but Japan only made a promise to expand its armed forces in the future. When the San Francisco
Treaty of Peace with Japan took effect Japan began to fulfill its promise. After Eisenhower came to power the Korean War
entered the later stage of political settlement. After the war the goal of the US became more realistic and Japan’ s fear of be—
ing involved in the war was also reduced. The two sides gradually reached a compromise on the issue of rearmament.

Key words: the Korean War; Japan; rearmament; US-Japan relations
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