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The Evolution Course, Internal Logic and Strategic Choice of National Security System in China

Wang Yanyan Sun Baiqing

Abstract: The evolution of national security system in China is a continuous development process of
inheritance and expansion, accumulation and improvement, deepening and adjustment, reform and
innovation. According to the four-dimensional analysis framework of "background-image-scenario-
prospect”, the national security system has gone through three stages: the first stage is the traditional
national security system with political security as the core, the second stage is the transitional non-
traditional national security system with economic security as the core, and the third stage is the
overall national security system that emphasizes overall security. The evolution is the inevitable result
of the deepening development of China's national security concept and national security strategy under
different era theme and international environment, as well as the product of the combination of national
security thoughts with Chinese characteristics and national security practices in different periods. The
fundamental motivation of its evolution lies in coping with the security risks and challenges brought
about by the changes of domestic and international security situation in different periods, and realizing
the pursuit of a higher level of national security. The internal motivation stems from the changes in
national security concepts and national security strategies, and the external motivation comes from the
promotion of major national security events. To improve the national security system in the new era, we
should take the holistic view of national security as the guidance, have a keen insight into the national
security environment, update and deepen the national security concept, accurately determine the national
security content, and plan the national security strategic layout, so as to provide a solid guarantee for the
construction of a higher level of safe China.

Key words: National Security System; National Security Strategy; A Holistic View of National Security;
Security China
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