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Study of Urban Greening in Shanghai in the 1960s and 1970s
Jin Dalu
Abstract: Afier it was opened as a commercial port, there was very little public green space in Shanghai and it
was difficult to expand such space. In the 1960s and 1970s, due to the tensions between China and the Soviet
Union, Shanghai underwent greening for “war.” Later, due to the thaw in Sino-U.S. relations, Shanghai under—
went greening for “foreign affairs.” The former refers to planting tall and shady trees around airports, stations,
docks, warehouses, and other important places. The latter refers to opening up green spaces on streets, repairing
parks, holding flower shows, and upgrading trees on streets in order to maintain a clean, tidy, and beautiful city.
But Shanghai was stereotyped as a “typical industrial city,” so there was still much industrial occupation of the
green space in the city. It was not until the reform and opening period, when Shanghai moved forward to become
a modern international metropolis and an ecological civilization, that the greening industry really ushered in sub—

stantial development.
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