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The Full —scale Armed Rebellion Launched by the Reactionary
Upper Class in Xizang in 1959 from the Perspective of the
Cold War: A Comparative Study of the Roles and Actions

of the United States,India and the Soviet Union

Yang Yabo
( Institute of South Asia Studies,Tibet Academy of Social Sciences,Lhasa,Tibet 850000, China)

Keywords: Tibet; Full — scale Armed Rebellion; Containment Policy; Political Heritage; Intermediate zone
Abstract: After the Second World War,with the introduction of the ‘Truman Doctrine’ ,international rela—
tions became more and more complicated,the whole world entered the stage of Cold War. In the year of
1949 ,New China adopted the ‘Leaning to one side’ diplomatic policy,firmly stranded on the side of
socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union.In order to cope with this situation,the government of Unit—
ed States took a series of actions revolved aroundthe full —scale armed rebellion launched by the reac—
tionary upper class in Xizang in 1959,which constituted a part of its policy of containment against Chi-
na. Mean while,India gained its independence and fully inherited the colonial heritage left by the British
Empire. Therefore,it speeded up its process of invading China and played a crucial role in helping 14th
Dalai Lama group fled to India after their failure armed rebellion. The 20th Congress of the Soviet
Communist Partyis the breakdown mark of Sion — Soviet relations after a ‘honeymoon period’ . The Soviet
Union’s pro —India stance in the armed rebellion launched by the reactionary upper class in Xizang
and Sion —India border clash became symptom of the deterioration of Sino — Soviet relations. During this
period, United States and Soviet Union competed with each other for representing the ‘intermediate
zone’ India. Through the armed rebellion launched by the reactionary upper class in Xizang and Sion —
India border clash in 1959,it could be told that the theory of two camps and the bipolar system can—
not properly explain the international relations,while Mao Zedong’s ‘the middle zone’ theory was more
in line with the international reality at that time.
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