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REHRE KEM)

The US Strategically Taking Advantage from Taiwan Authorities on the
South China Sea Dispute
——The Trump Administration’s Biased Cognition of National Interests
of China and the United States
LI Peng & Xie Yin-ping

Abstract: Since the 21* century begins, based on the consideration of safeguarding the overall interests in the
Asia-Pacific Region, the U.S. has significantly changed its position on the South China Sea dispute, from“a
limited intervention” to “an active one”. In Trump era, the United States unilaterally regarded China as the
“strategic competitor,” and thus “competition and confrontation” became the leading logic in its policy. Driven
by the need in re-election campaign, plus by major powers competition, Trump administration adopted a serious
deviation in the cognition of national interests,especially in the latter part. Self-interest of re-election took
the lead instead of reasonable national one.In this circumstance, the United States intended to increase the
role of Taiwan Authority. Furthermore, it changed its position towards China on the South China Sea dispute
fundamentally, challenged the China’s core interest,which has directly endangered the peace and stability in
related areas. In the coming period,due to the structural conflicts between two countries and the negative legacy
of Trump’s policies towards China, the rivalry in the region now has been considered to be a continuous gaming
state even getting tense.Severe challenges on security and stability has been raised definitely in the South China
Sea and Taiwan Strait.

Key Words: The South China Sea Dispute; National Interest; Biased Cognition; Strategically Taking
Advantage
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