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Limited “Cooperation” between the United States and Taiwan Authorities
on the Issue of China’s Representation in the United Nations in 1971

Ding Zhiyuan

Abstract: At the 26" session of the UN General Assembly in 1971, due to the judgment that even with full support,
the Taiwan authorities would lose its seat in the United Nations in the short period of time, the United States used the “Dual
Representative Case” based on the “two Chinas” design as the blueprint of the issue of Chinese representation, and advo—
cated that the seat on the Security Council should be handed over to the representatives of the Government of the People’s
Republic of China in exchange for the “support” of the international community for its case. However, the representatives of
the Taiwan authorities regarded the retention of their seat on the Security Council as the bottom line of whether they should
remain in the United Nations, and the two sides went through a long period of negotiations on the issue of representation. On
the other hand, the US adopted a dilatory strategy in order to improve relations with the People’s Republic of China in secret
operation, and to force the Taiwan authorities to accept the arrangement of “Dual Representative”. With the announcement
of Kissingers two visits to China, the Taiwan authorities had fallen into a passive situation on the issue of representation,
and finally chose to take a passive and default attitude towards the compound “Dual Representative Case” proposed by the
United States.

Keywords: the Taiwan authorities, UN China representation, United States “Dual Representative Case”
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