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Arms Sales to Taiwan in Sino-US Negotiations on Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
Based on US Declassified Archives

Li Guifeng
( School of History and Culture Linyi University Linyi Shandong 276005)

Abstract: The issue of US arms sales to Taiwan was one of the main obstacles to the smooth progress of negotiations on
the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and the United States. Before the negotiations the United States
had made several attempts to mention to the Chinese leaders its intention of arms sales to Taiwan following the normalization
of Sino-US relations but failed to achieve its goal. Therefore the Carter administration decided to raise this issue in high-
level exchanges rather than in formal negotiations. It had been directly raised by the United States during the sixth formal
talks and met firm and severe dismissal and opposition from China so China believed that the US had given it up before
Deng Xiaoping had talks with Woodcock. When Woodcock ~with direction from the Carter administration formally raised
this issue again and the negotiations on establishing Sino-US diplomatic relations were facing failure Deng decided to put
aside this disagreement for a while so that The Joint Communique on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between the
Peoples Republic of China and the United States of America was released as scheduled and the relationship between the PRC
and the USA was normalized.
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